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Special points of interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s agenda 

book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child after 

7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 

8:15am or your child 

will be counted tardy.   
Late arrivals must be 

signed in by an adult. 
 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact infor-

mation. 

 

√ Students will not be 

dismissed from the of-

fice after 2:15 unless a 

note has been sent in 

stating they have an   

appointment. 

Hooray! Daylight Savings Time is on the way!!! With spring around the 
corner, the warmer (and hopefully dryer) weather and longer days 
brings opportunity to enjoy more outdoor activities, exercise, and 
time to observe nature blossoming around us. Remember to turn your 
clocks forward one hour on Sunday, March 8th.  
 

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!!! Monday, March 2nd is Dr Seuss’s birthday. This year our 
students and staff will be celebrating this beloved children’s author and his many 
books filled with whimsically stated words of wisdom in a variety of ways, starting 
with special Dr. Seuss lessons with Mrs. Marine, and ending the week with Red, 
White and Black Day on Friday, March 6th! On this day we are encouraging all stu-
dents and staff members to wear these colors in honor of Dr. Seuss and one of his 
most popular characters, The Cat in the Hat.  We will also hold a Book fair in the me-
dia center on March 4th through March 6th by Usborne Books to further motivate our 
young readers.  Please look forward to obtaining additional information on Red, White 
and Black Day and the Book Fair.   
 
As we carry over to the second half of our third marking term, we want to thank the 
many families that have closely monitored and followed the new Attendance Proce-
dures for Wicomico County Public Schools this year.  We truly appreciate your ef-
forts to have your child(ren) in school.   
 
As a reminder, in order to consider an absence for the purpose of being excused, it 
must pertain to either, student illness, observance of a religious holiday, death in the 
“immediate” family, court summons, lack of authorized transportation or pre-
requested and approved vacation (3 day maximum).  Students with 5 or more unex-
cused absences per marking term require a parent conference and the completion of 
an intervention plan by the student, to avoid failing grades for that marking term.  
Parents are permitted to submit only 5 notes from home for the whole year.  All oth-
er absences are to be followed with a doctor’s note and all absent notes, be they 
from home or a doctor, must come in within five days of the absence referenced 
within the note. In addition to really missing our kiddos when they are not here and 
to help them avoid missing daily instruction and group learning activities; please know 
that the main goal in reviewing these guidelines is to help you monitor your child’s 
attendance and prevent them from being required to complete an intervention plan.  
Please do not hesitate to contact the school office or our Home School Liaison, Mrs. 
Friese, if you have any question about Wicomico County’s Attendance Procedures.          
 
AND THE WINNER IS . . . Very special congratulations goes out to Mr. Jeff 
Thamert! Mr. Thamert has been selected as Wonderful Willards’ Semi- Finalist 
nominee for Wicomico County’s 2020-2021 Teacher of the Year. We appreciate 
the many teacher nominations from parents, students and staff this year. We are so 
proud of our many awesome teachers at Willards. We also appreciate the fact that 
Mr. Thamert’s instructional expertise and dedication to his students and school com-
munity has been recognized by others! We know that he will represent Willards Ele-
mentary School well at this year’s Teacher of the Year Banquet on the evening of 
March 26th. We are CHEERING YOU ON Mr. Thamert!!!  
 
 
Have a Marvelous March! 

Mrs. Judy Nicholson 
Principal 



 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

March is here and spring is right around the corner! In 
Prekindergarten we will begin our new six-week unit 
Exploring Museums. In this unit the students will learn 
about museums and collections. What they are, what 
they have inside, who works there, and how they work. 
There will be a focus on paleontology and medieval 
times. In math the students will be learning different 
forms of measurement such as weight, height and 
length. We will also continue to review 2D and 3D 
shapes. Students will continue to explore letters and 
the beginning sounds of words, to create exhibits, col-
lections, and signs for the culminating project-a class 
museum!  

We are excited to be half way through the 
third term.  During the month of March, we will be 
reading and exploring humorous stories; as well as fo-
cusing on the author Mo Willems.  During writer’s work-
shop, students will continue to work on opinion writing. 
In math, students will practice addition and subtraction 
fact strategies in order to improve fluency. We will 
also explore telling time, attributes of shapes and solv-
ing number stories.   

Students will continue to participate in co-
teaching lessons involving Africa as we prepare for pa-
rade day.  We will also be studying animal habitats and 
adaptations. Our focus in social studies will be on wants 
and needs as well as supply and demand. 

Please check your child’s blue folder daily for 
any important papers.  Also, read and sign your child’s 
agenda every night.  Remember to read with your child 
for 15 minutes nightly and record on your child’s read-
ing calendar.  

It is hard to believe that March is already here! 
Throughout the month, we will be reading 
folktales, as well as different kinds of poetry. We 
will also conclude our unit on opinion writing and 
begin writing poems of our own. We will have a 
"Book Bistro" during this month, which will involve 
the children sharing about their favorite 
books.  As we are sharing, we will also enjoy a spe-
cial treat, while sitting at candlelit tables. In 
math, we will use different strategies to add and 
subtract 2 and 3 digit numbers. The children will 
continue working on becoming fluent with their 
addition and subtraction facts as they try to earn 
their way into the “Minute Club.” Please practice 
basic addition and subtraction facts at home with 
your child in order to help them become more flu-
ent. We will involve the children in numerous 
Spring activities which will integrate math, read-
ing, spelling, and language. Mrs. Barbara Barga, our 
4-H representative, will involve our students in a 
hands-on study of animal senses. The students 
always have great fun learning with her! This will 
continue to be our emphasis in science. During So-
cial Studies, each class will continue to learn about 
the different countries in Europe. We will also 
begin planning for the parade! 

Please continue to read with your child every night 
and record the minutes on their reading calendar. 
Also, please replenish any school supplies your 
child may need.   

In March, we are comparing many fiction and nonfiction 
texts. We are beginning to study spring and how our 
seasons are changing. We are focusing on sounding out 
simple words when reading and writing independently. 
Please continue to practice the following sight words- 
all, but, from, have, his, on, said, that, there, was, with. 
In math, we will be focusing on comparing 2D and 3D 
shapes. We will be solving addition and subtraction 
word problems, as well as reviewing ways to decompose 
teen numbers.  

We can hardly believe that winter is almost over and 
spring will arrive this month.  We try to take the 
children outside for recess whenever the weather 
permits.  Please make sure your child is dressed for 
the changing weather.  
In Math, we have been working with fractions and 
multiplication strategies.  At this time your child 
has learned strategies for all 0-10 facts. They 
should be practicing their Multiplication facts at 
home with games and activities or flash cards.  In 
March, we will work on using strategies that are ef-
ficient and appropriate for tasks given.   In addition, 
we will work on subtraction strategies. It is also 
very important that your child knows their basic ad-
dition and subtractions facts as we work through 
two step word problems.  If they do not know them, 
that should be the priority for fact mastering.  Of-
ten the mistakes made in math are due to not know-
ing addition and subtraction facts, rather than the 
strategy used.  
Dates to Remember:  March 13, 2020.  We will be 
going to the Maryland Science Center, in Baltimore. 
Please make sure they have turned their permission 
slips and money by Monday, March 2.  Chaperone 
money should also be turned in.  Children will need to 
be at the school on the day of the field trip, by 
7:00. The bus pulls out of the parking lot at 7:15. 
Please be here to pick your child up at 5:00pm.  The 
chaperones that are joining us, should park on the 
grassy area beyond the bus loop. If someone other 
than a parent is picking up a child, please make sure 
we have a written note in advance of the trip.  



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

During the month of February, students and staff were showing compassion and kindness all the time.  Students were 
helping a friend log onto a website, taking care of a friend in the cafeteria, and playing with someone who didn ’t have a 
friend to play with that day.  Staff members received a shout out for greeting everyone in the morning, using kind 
words and being encouraging to all students.   

Our guidance lessons were centered around compassion as well.  We discussed the story Zero by Kathryn Otoshi 
where zero felt like nothing and he felt like he had no value like the other numbers.  The numbers worked together to 
give zero value and make him feel whole inside.  We also completed a co-teaching lesson with Mrs. Phillips about the 
story A Little Spot of Kindness! by Diane Alber.  The 3rd grade students discussed how the kindness spot stuck to eve-
ryone to remind them to use their manners, use supportive words, and make good choices to be kind.  Mrs. Phillips 
helped the students create a beaded bracelet to remind them every time they SPOT me, do something kind!  A small 
group of 3rd grade students helped in the other classrooms to create bracelets and/or necklaces. 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated for showing compassion.  In pre-kindergarten, they are 
Violet Dosier, Peyton Carey, Melody Watson, Robert Conaway and Ellie-Mai Bratten.  In kindergarten, they are Mat-
thew Lewis, Riley Elliott, Jayden Bautista, Charlotte Wootten, Hussain Bilal, Savanna Hamlett, Kennedy Bush, Zoey 
Jones and Jaxson Vanzile.  In first grade, they are Knole Carey, Bryan Haines, Aleah Bolles, Anthony Saldana, Carlee 
Foskey, Kenleigh Fowler and Christain Stophel.  In second grade, they are Emma Davis, Brayden Jones, Dominic Spock, 
Emma Scarlett, Bryce Wagner, Jace Bounds, Caleb Guerrero DeLa Cruz, Liam Hill and Lily Groth.  In third grade, they 
are Gabriel Arvey, Abigail Smith, Makenna Langdon, Alan Stewart, Braiden Hager, Wyatt Woodgeard and Maliyah Bai-
ley. 

The character trait for March is perseverance.  As a family, have everyone set a goal and see if they can accomplish 
the goal by the end of March.   

Sincerely, 

Christina Thompson 
School Counselor 

Ripley’s Believe It or Not Incredible Kid Award 

 

Audra & Braydon Ely visited Wonderful Willards to present all De-
cember nominees the Ripley’s Believe It or Not Certificate and an-
nounce the Incredible Kid Award.  The following students were nomi-
nees for this award:  Jonathan Thomas, Charlotte Wootten, Madisyn 
Peek, Ava Dabrasky, Kenleigh Fowler, Bryce McCoy, Katelyn Foskey, 
Holden Shockley and Raymond Francia-Gomez.  Those students re-
ceived a Ripley’s certificate and an individual pass to Ripley’s Believe 
It or Not in Ocean City, MD.  The following students were given the 
Incredible Kid Award:  Skylar Morgan, Collin Trader, Brayden Allen, 
Emma Scarlett and Nolan Hickman.  Those students received a Rip-
ley’s certificate and a family pass to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in 
Ocean City, MD.  Congratulations!   



 

 

The ARTS are Happening  

at WWS!  

In music, the first grade is practicing for their April 
2nd show, “Why Mosquitos Buzz in Peoples’ Ears”. Par-
ents, please mark your calendars, and get the permis-
sion slips in as soon as you can so that we can assign 
speaking parts and instrumentalists. The third grade 
will begin playing recorders. They are very excited. 
Please send $5.50 if you have not done so.  Co-teaching 
lesson include; creating a chant based on facts about 
Europe, adding rhythms to accompany music from South 
America, and first grade show readiness with percus-
sion accompaniment, song and dance, place value and 
movement, money and movement, and snowflakes and 
movement,  
The 3rd grade welcomes Dory Hayman as their artist in 
residence the week of March 23rd-March 27th, which 
they will be working on musical theater performances 
focused on kindness.  The Pre-K welcomes John Iamperi 
as their artist in residence the week of March 30th-
April 2nd, which they will be working on screen paint-
ings that will be showcased in our annual parade.  

Willards Elementary School will have selected student 
artwork displayed at the Ward Museum student Art 
Show.  During art integration lessons students are 
working to develop props and costumes for the Arts 
Parade. 

PE Updates and Reminders 
 
I am so proud of each of our students! Our Kids Heart 

Challenge Event was a HUGE success! 
Thank you for helping us reach our school 
goal and fund life-saving research for the 
American Heart Association! Way to go 
WONDERFUL WILLARDS ELEMENTARY!  

 
It is crucial for the safety of your student that they 
wear shoes appropriate for P.E., recess and the general 
safety at school. Over the last few weeks, some stu-
dents have come in boots, Ugg type boots, boots with 
heals and dress shoes.  
Below you will see the letter days your child has P.E.  
I hope this helps to get us all back on track!  
Thank YOU! ~Mrs. Scholl 
A Day: Jones, Simpkins, and Briddell  
B Day: Sheets, Distler, Dutton, Check, Oliphant, 
Rittling, and Spears 
C Day: Foster, Dukes, Simpkins, Briddell, and Stavely 
D Day: Oliphant, Spears, Distler, Dutton, Thamert, and 
Rittling  
E Day: Foster, Dukes, Jones, Check, and Stavely 
F Day: Sheets and Thamert 

Media News & Reminders... 

$5 Book Sale with Usborne Books!  March 4-6 from 
8:45-2:00 in the Media Center.  Check out the link to 
learn more about Usborne:  https://
c5548.ubamlibrary.com/login?l=24642  

         
We are participating in Crayola's Color Cycle program 
this year!  Throughout the year if you have coloring 
markers, dry erase markers and highlighters that need 
to be disposed of, please send them to our school Li-
brary.  They do not have to be Crayola brand.  Please 
visit https://www.crayola.com/colorcycle to learn more 
about this amazing program.   

 

 

A few reminders from your friendly neighborhood 
school nurse: 

Lip balm (such as Chapstick) and cough drops are 
not to be carried by students at school. If 
students are directed by a physician to apply 
lip salve/cream/ointment or to take cough 
drops at school, then the parents should re-
quest the physician to fill out a medication 
administration form so that lip ointment or 
cough drops could be safely administered at 
school by the school nurse. The Lip ointment 
and cough drops will then be kept in nurse’s 
office for administration in accordance with 
the doctor’s orders. 

If any medications are prescribed to be adminis-
tered at school, then a parent/guardian 
should bring the medications to school nurse 
accompanied by a physician’s order. Please do 
not send in the medications to school in your 
child’s folder/backpack. 

Please be mindful of the dangers of necklaces or 
bracelets containing small parts/beads. 
These necklaces/bracelets are prone to fall-
ing apart, and the beads then become a chok-
ing hazard or end up in students’ nostrils or 
ear canals. Please consider keeping jewelry 
with small parts away from younger children. 

NURSE NEWS! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fc5548.ubamlibrary.com%2Flogin%3Fl%3D24642&data=02%7C01%7Cttwilley%40wcboe.org%7C23d5304101aa4b9627b808d7afbd88c5%7C6e8a4bb0fd1b4436bc2c31e9272cab43%7C0%7C0%7C637171101039915673&sdata=jEx5XM%2Ba
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fc5548.ubamlibrary.com%2Flogin%3Fl%3D24642&data=02%7C01%7Cttwilley%40wcboe.org%7C23d5304101aa4b9627b808d7afbd88c5%7C6e8a4bb0fd1b4436bc2c31e9272cab43%7C0%7C0%7C637171101039915673&sdata=jEx5XM%2Ba
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crayola.com%2Fcolorcycle&data=02%7C01%7Cttwilley%40wcboe.org%7C23d5304101aa4b9627b808d7afbd88c5%7C6e8a4bb0fd1b4436bc2c31e9272cab43%7C0%7C0%7C637171101039915673&sdata=sA0gGzuOG%2FWEz6ix68fkj


 

 

 

March 15-21, 2020 is Poison Prevention Week 

Below are some poison prevention tips from Maryland Poison Center 
Poison-proofing the home can be accomplished by teaching the following 
poison prevention tips: 

1.Avoid storing potential poisons in low cabinets where children can reach. 
Use safety locks on cabinets. 

2.Use child-resistant containers. Remember, they are not child-proof! 

3.Safely discard expired or unused medicine and chemicals (i.e. cleaning 
products).  

4.Know the names of flowers and plants in your home and yard. 

5.Keep medicine and other potential poisons in their original containers. DO 
NOT use food/drink containers such as cups or bottles to store household 
products. 

6.Read and follow the directions and caution labels on medicines and other 
products before using them each time. 

7.Do not call medicine “candy.” 

8.Avoid taking medicine in front of children. Young children often imitate grown-ups. 

9.Make sure a spray (i.e. perfume, sunscreen, bug spray) is directed away from the face. Wear protective clothing 
when spraying pesticides and other chemicals. 

10.Take medicine or cleaning product containers with you, or put them away, when answering the phone or doorbell. 
Contact the Maryland Poison Center as soon as you suspect a poisoning or overdose has occurred. Do not wait for 
symptoms! Calling the experts is free and confidential. Maryland Poison Center operated a 24-hour emergency ser-
vice telephone line: 1-800-222-1222 

For more information, please visit www.mdpoison.com 

 Talk to Your Family About INTERNET SAFETY  
 You’re playing your favorite online game and someone messages you asking for your name and what school you go 

to. What should you do? Discussion points Never answer a message from someone you don’t know. Tell a parent if a stranger 
messages you asking for any personal information.  

A pop-up message says you’ve won $1,000. You click it and it asks you to enter your name and address to receive 

it. What should you do? Discussion points If something seems too good to be true, it’s probably fake. Avoid scams like this by tell-
ing a family member. Never share your name and address.  

You create a new password and come up with password123.Discussion points This is a weak password. A strong, secure 

password includes at least 8 characters—a mix of upper- and lowercase letters, numbers, and symbols.  

You’re in a group chat with your friends and someone responds to a comment you made with a “mean” emoji. What 

should you do? Discussion points Don’t respond with a mean comment. You should treat others the way you’d like to be treated 
both online and offline. Discuss why it can be difficult to tell if someone’s tone is joking or serious online. Talk about spreading 
kindness and positivity instead of negativity.  

You watch a video that makes you uncomfortable. What should you do?Discussion points Tell a parent or family member if 

you see something online that is inappropriate. Know that your home is a safe place to talk about anything that happens online. 

Depending on the content, your family may want to flag or report it to help make the internet better.  



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

Dr. Seuss’ 
Birthday 

A 2 B 3 C 4 

PreK Wicomico 
Library Trip 

D 5 

Wear Red, 
White and 
Black Day 

E 6  7 

Daylight 
Savings 
Time Begins 

 8 

F 9 A 10 

PTA Donuts For 
Dads 

Gr. 2 Discovery 
Center Trip 

B 11 C 12 

Gr. 3 MD 
Science 
Center Trip 

D 13  14  15 

School Closed
– Professional 
Day 

 16 

March Mad-
ness Assembly 

E 17 F 18 

Bookmobile 
 
A 19 

Guest Reader 
Day 

B 20 

 

 21  22 

C 23 D 24 E 25 

Jump Rope Assembly 

F 26 

Spirit Day 

A 27  28  29 

B 30 C 31           

              

Upcoming dates to remember: 

April 2nd– End of Term 3 

            1st gr. Spring Concert 6:00 

            Krispy Kreme Fundraiser Due 

April 3rd– School Closed-Professional Day 

April 4th– PTA Auction 

April 7th– Bunny Hop 

April 8th– Report Cards Distributed  

April 9th– Bookmobile 

April 10th-13th– School Closed for Easter Break 

April 14th– PTA5:30-7:00 

April 28th– School Closed for Primary Election 

April 30th– Bookmobile 

PTA Krispy Kreme Fundraiser March 23rd—April 2nd 

PTA Krispy Kreme Fundraiser March 23rd—April 2nd 

Usborne Book Fair 

Poison Prevention Week 

Gr. 3 Musical Theater Residency 

Pre-K Screen Art Residency 


